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BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Okay. Today's date 
is December 13, 2001. The time is 1:28 p.m. I'm 
Battalion Chief Robert Burns, Safety Battalion New 


York City Fire Department. 


Q. I'm conducting an interview with? 

A. Firefighter Kevin Quinn, assigned to Engine 
271. 

Q. This is in regard to the events of September 


11, 2001. If you would, Kevin, just tell us in your 
own words what happened on that day? 

A. I was starting my second tour of a 24. We 
got the call to respond to, I believe it was Engine 6, 
to relocate to the World Trade Center. Came over the 
Brooklyn Bridge. Obviously saw a lot of smoke from the 
towers. We ended up on Murray and Greenwich Street. 
My officer transmitted over the air that we were a few 
blocks out from the box. Should we take it in. They 
told us to stand by. 

Looking up at the towers and it looked like 
it just basically imploded. Then I guess the cloud 
came right at us and we got zero visibility, we 
couldn't breathe. We got -- put on our masks and tried 
to orientate ourselves where we were. From our vantage 


point on Murray and Greenwich, didn't see any other 
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fire apparatus or officers or firemen in the whole 
vicinity. 

After that, we worked our way over to West 
Street and we were headed towards -- we got our extra 
equipment off the rig, extra bottles, anything we could 
carry down towards the towers to see if we could help. 
The Battalion Chief, I believe, I don't remember his 
name, he told us to fall back and as we were falling 
back, I think we were on West Street, I think Murray 
again when the second one came down, same thing. 

It just -- a lot of firemen running out. I 
didn't recognize any particular rigs at the time. Then 
we were all -- when we moved the command post back we 
staged in the area there. Then approximately I guess 
maybe two hours before number 7 came down, we went into 
Ground Zero and helped dig around and was there when 
they located Chief Feehan and one of the Chiefs pulled 
us all out because they said 7 was going to come down. 
We just went on the side of the financial building. 

That is about it. Besides digging after 
number 7 came, I went back in, but it was basically 
when they both came down I was just basically blinded 
by the dust. You couldn't see anything. 


BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Okay, great. The 
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time is 1:30 p.m. Thanks for the interview. 


